Message

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Westlake, Kenneth [westlake kenneth@epa.gov]

12/20/2018 4:53:35 PM

Sedlacek, Michael [Sedlacek. Michael@epa.gov]; Walts, Alan [walts.alan@epa.gov]; Wester, Barbara
[wester.barbara@epa.gov]; Kenney, Thomas [kenney.thomas@epa.gov]; Holst, Linda [holst.linda@epa.gov];
Baltazar, Debbie [baltazar.debbie@epa.gov]; Swenson, Peter [swenson.peter@epa.gov]; Melgin, Wendy
[melgin.wendy@epa.gov]; Deamer, Eileen [deamer.eileen@epa.gov]; Rowan, Anne [rowan.anne@epa.gov]; Ireland,
Scott [ireland.scott@epa.gov]; Pfeifer, David [pfeifer.david@epa.gov]; Marko, Katharine
[Marko.Katharine@epa.gov]; Pierard, Kevin [pierard.kevin@epa.gov]; Bauer, Candice [bauer.candice@epa.gov];
McKim, Krista [mckim krista@epa.gov]; Darrow, Jennifer [darrow.jennifer@epa.gov]; Damico, Genevieve
[damico.genevieve@epa.gov]

FW: MPCA issues PolyMet air and water permits

From: Cannon, Phillippa

Sent: Thursday, December 20, 2018 10:51 AM

To: Westlake, Kenneth <westlake.kenneth@epa.gov>; Kelley, leff <kelley.jeff@epa.gov>; Lippert, Allison
<lippert.allison@epa.gov>; Singer, Joshua <Singer.Joshua@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: MPCA issues PolyMet air and water permits

From: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency <mpca@public.govdelivery.com>
Sent: Thursday, December 20, 2018 10:27 AM

To: Cannon, Phillippa <Cannon.Phillippa@epa.gov>

Subject: MPCA issues PolyMet air and water permits

Having trouble viewing this message? View il as a webpags.

Forrelease: Dec. 20, 2018
Contact dave verhasselt@istate mn.us, 851-757-2278

MPCA issues PolyMet air and water permits

The Minnesota Follution Control Agency (MPCA) today issued the final air and water permits for PolyMet's
proposed NorthMet preject in northeastern Minnescta.
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“Issuing these permits comes after a years-long process that saw the most thorough environmental review any
construction project has ever had in Minnesola,” MPCA Commissioner John Line Stine said. “We are confident
the requirements in these permits will protect the envirenment and human heslth over the long term.”

The MPCA developed draft permits and released them for public comment on Jan. 31, 2018. During the time
the draft permits were open for public comments (through Mar. 18, 2018}, the MPCA received more than 700
comnments. After carefully evaluating the comments and revising the permils based on those comments, the
revised draft permits were sent to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, which has federal oversight on
the air and water parmits. The EFA had no comments during the pericd allotted, and MPCA Commissioner
John Line Stine signed the final pernmits effective Dec. 20, 2018,

The permits MPCA issued include the combined federal/state permits for water discharge and air
emissions. The water permit is the key mechanism for protecting water quality. The agency also issued the
Clean Water Act Section 401 certification, which focuses on wetland protections.

Stine said the permits contain numerous safeguards fo assure they will Tulfill their purpose. For example, the
water permit requires the construction of advanced water treatment technology to meet permit limits, the
installgtion of a seepage capture system arcund the perimeter of the existing tailings basin, and a robust
monitoring system and annual performance evaluations. The air permit includes specific emission limits —
addressing both ore processing and transport from the mine site to the processing plant — and rigerous daily,
weekly, and monthly monitoring and recordieeping requiremenis.

The permits can be found on the agency's PolvMet's NorthMet mining project webpage,

Broadoast version

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency has issued the alr and water permits for PolyMet Incorporated’s
NorthMet mining project in northeastern Minnesota. The permits follow a years-long process of environmental
review. MPCA Commissioner John Line Stine said the permils contain numerous safeguards and will protect
health and the environment over the long ferm.

i
The mission of the MPCA is to protect and improve the envirenment and human health.
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